
 

 

 

ST. PIUS X SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES FOR JUNE 27, 2011 

 

In Attendance:  Christie Morel, Mrs. Cindy Elwood, Maritza Fierro, Laura Lara, Hector Leija, Paul 

Morones, Lisa Plunk, Donna Renner, Kerri Reid, Nellie Savala, Fr. Guadagnoli, Alicia 

Mendoza, Darlene Tobin, Sue Goudie, Sherry Pettifer 

 

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order by President Christie Morel 

Opening Prayer: Maritza Fierro opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Welcome: Christie asked each of those in attendance (new, current and those members “rolling 

off”) to introduce themselves. 

 

Minutes: Motion by Maritza Fierro to approve the May 23, 2011 minutes; 

 Seconded by Lisa Plunk.  Motion Carried. 

 

 

Pastor’s Update 

John Farrell is leaving effective June 30, 2011 and the Church is working to get a new business manager.  

Fr. Said he was glad everyone was able to attend the meeting with their gifts and talents, as they are 

needed.  He thanks Cindy Elwood for her work this past year.  Buildings are currently being assessed for 

any repairs that may be required.  We are also looking forward to the Fiesta de St. Pio.  Fr. also spoke 

about St. Pius and his love for children.  We at SPX stand on the foundation provided by St. Pius and the 

foundation of Christ which we will pass on to the next generation.   

 

 

Principal’s Update 

 

Cindy referred to the agenda that lists two links to sign up for the alerts regarding school activities for 

the coming year.  The new planner will be distributed to students in grades 3-8.  Parents can have a 

home copy and additional copies can be purchased.  In addition to school activities, the planner will has 

have any activities for the Men’s Club, Ladies’ Society, Gudalupanas, Over 55 Club, Advisory Board 

Meeting Dates, Confessions and Mass days scheduled at the time the planner was submitted for 

printing.  You may set the alerts for email and/or your phone.   

 

 



 

 

Principal’s Update (Cont’d) 

 

Enrollment for the 2011-2012 school year is at 330 students.  A few Parents/Students are visiting lately.  

FACTS is active now and has taken the first payment.  They will work with parents should any payment 

issues arise.  We have hired a new Second Grade Teacher, Mrs. Salazar, who has two children.  An offer 

is out to a teacher for 7th and 8th grade Science.  Mrs. Elwood is looking for a substitute for Mrs. Valera.  

Mrs. Elwood asked the new board members to determine what their talent and/or expertise is.  The 

Board will be launching a Technology Committee.  We are also looking for a new members with Finance 

Background to work with the Finance Committee.  In addition we need members for the Marketing 

Committee and volunteers to work on a grant committee.   

 

 

President’s Update 

 

Christie mentioned that whoever helps with the Finance Committee, will work with Cindy Elwood on the 

budget as well as attending the Finance Council Meetings.  We also need a Vice President who will take 

over leadership of the Advisory Board when Christie rolls off next year.  Christie also mentioned that the 

Advisory Board and the PTO are in charge of Oktoberfest this year.  Jody Bailey will help and everyone is 

encouraged to attend as many planning meetings for this event as possible.  Oktoberfest is scheduled 

for September 16-17.  There will be a tent for the Advisory Board.  Meetings are typically on Thursday 

evenings.   

 

Christie asked for a volunteer to help with the Finance Committee.  Paul Morales volunteered.  Christie 

than asked if anyone would volunteer for Vice President.  Hector Leija volunteered.  Christie asked for 

Board approval for these two assignments.  The Advisory Board unanimously approved both 

assignments. 

 

 

General Discussion 

 

A discussion regarding the SCRIP program took place.  Several families have already reached 50% ($100) 

of the $200 requirement. 

 

A question was asked about enrollment for the school this past year.  At the peak of enrollment last 

year, there were 309 students – we finished the year with 306.  There are currently 329 registered for 

next year and we have had several tours over the last 3 weeks.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

General Discussion (Cont’d) 

 

Why weren’t letters sent out to those who did not receive financial aid for the coming year?  Cindy said 

she didn’t know if Sammons sent out letters notifying applicants if they were to receive financial aid or 

not.  The Diocese was overwhelmed with the number of applicants for the Children’s Education Fund 

and the funds for next year was depleted.  The maximum amount allowed per family in aid would be 

50% of tuition.  Approximately 10% of the families receive aid.  You must be qualified as a parishioner to 

receive aid.  One half of the SPX families pay their tuition up front.  Families who applied for aid have to 

use the FACTS program.  This was the first year for the FACTS program at SPX and the process will 

continue to improve.  An assessment then determines if you have a need for aid.  If funds are available, 

you will receive a portion of the need as there is not enough money to cover the total amount.  In 

addition to financial determination, FACTS helps parents manage their money and will work with them. 

 

 

Important Dates 

 

• July 30, 2011     Msgr. Weinzapel’s 90th Birthday @ 5 PM Mass 

• August 15, 2011  First Day of School 

• August 18-19, 2011  Festa di San Pio X Papa 

• September 15-17, 2011  Oktoberfest 

 

Fr. Guadagnoli closed the meeting with a prayer. 

 

The next Advisory Meeting will be August 11, 2011. 

 


